
Presenter Bios
SHAWN WELLS, MPH, LDN, RD, CISSN, FISSN is an expert in the fields of performance nutri-
tion, longevity, fitness and supplementation. He earned his master’s degree from UNC-Chapel Hill, 
where he studied nutritional biochemistry with a minor in exercise science. Shawn is a Registered 
Dietitian with a decade of experience as a Chief Clinical Dietitian in hospitals and skilled nursing 
facilities. He is also a Certified Sports Nutritionist and has worked with celebrity clients and profes-
sional athletes.

Before he was dubbed “The World’s Greatest Formulator”, Biohacktivitst and Keto Authority, 
Shawn experienced significant obstacles with his own health—weight issues, depression, autoim-
mune conditions (Epstein Barr, Fibromyalgia and Chronic Fatigue Syndrome), two cervical discs 
replaced and a pituitary adenoma, which is a type of brain tumor. His health problems led him to 
find science-based solutions and sparked his personal passion for biohacking. Known in the indus-
try as a master formulator and instrumental in bringing TeaCrine and Dynamine to market; Shawn 
is the CEO of Halo Research.

JASMINA KANAZIR is the Founder and Senior Regulatory Compliance Consultant at Obvium 
Q. Her track record of helping companies resolve FDA enforcement actions (including consent 
decrees, warning letters, and 483 responses) is unmatched. With her team at Obvium Q, Jasmina 
provides comprehensive regulatory compliance assessments for clients in the dietary supplements, 
food and pharmaceutical industries. Her familiarity with a wide variety of regulatory frameworks 
such as US FDA, USDA, AU TGA, EU, etc., and the emerging Food Safety Modernization Act (FSMA) 
regulations; brings value to all her client engagements.

Jasmina is a Certified Quality Auditor with the American Society for Quality (ASQ) and is a highly 
sought after expert for process and efficiency improvements utilizing Lean Six Sigma methods driv-
ing regulatory compliance, advance continuous improvement, and significant cost savings.

JOSEPH Y. CHANG, Ph.D., was appointed Chief Scientific Officer and Executive Vice President 
of Product Development at NuSkin International in February 2006. A prolific author, Dr. Chang 
has published numerous articles, reviews and books on pharmacological research, including the 
New York Times best seller, The Aging Myth. With 35 years of experience in the pharmaceutical 
and dietary supplement industries, Dr. Chang enjoys a comprehensive knowledge of both of these 
industries and serves as a member of the Executive Committee for Nu Skin Enterprises. Prior to the 
acquisition of Pharmanex by Nu Skin Enterprises in 1998, he served as the vice president of clinical 
studies and pharmacology at Pharmanex.

Dr. Chang has directed more than 60 scientists in drug discovery research based on botanicals 
and natural products. Prior to his pharmaceutical career, Dr. Chang had also served as President 
and CEO of two privately held biotechnology companies. Dr. Chang received a B.S. degree from 
Portsmouth University and a Ph.D. from the University of London.
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AARON SECRIST, Vice President of Quality and Regulatory Affairs for NOW, has been with the 
company since 2011. He has nearly 30 years of experience working in all areas of quality assurance 
(QA)/quality control (QC), regulatory affairs, process/product development, validation and manu-
facturing activities in the pharmaceutical and dietary supplement industries. Secrist has lectured 
extensively on regulatory and cGMP (current good manufacturing practice)-related issues and has 
been involved with numerous audits from FDA and other international regulatory agencies. He has 
trained hundreds of industry personnel on issues ranging from dietary supplement cGMP and la-
beling compliance to laboratory management. Secrist has also performed hundreds of compliance 
audits for various entities.

JEFF REYNOLDS is an experienced founder with a demonstrated history of building and lead-
ing manufacturing and laboratory organizations serving food, beverage and supplement compa-
nies such as Genysis Brand Solutions, Dyad Labs, and Sensapure Flavors. Skilled in management, 
start-ups, leadership, product development, and strategic planning, Jeff builds strong partnerships 
and strong businesses. With an MBA focused in Entrepreneurship/Entrepreneurial Studies from 
University of Southern California - Marshall School of Business, and a background in finance, Jeff 
has raised the bar for contract manufacturing, analytical testing and flavor development in the 
nutrition space. Jeff is currently the Founder and CEO of Sensapure Flavors and Dyad Labs.

MARIANO GASCON is a certified flavor chemist and past president (twice) of the Society of Fla-
vor Chemists. He is also a trained chef. As such, Mariano sees the world of flavors and flavor chem-
istry from a unique perspective. While the world of flavor chemistry is more structured, Mariano 
sees the flavor as a holistic experience. Previous flavor chemistry positions include posts at flavor 
giants IFF and Virginia Dare; as well as leadership and R&D positions with Gold Coast Ingredients 
and Wixon Industries. Mariano is currently the VP of Research and Development / Chief Flavorist at 
Sensapure Flavors.

1945 Fremont Dr, Salt Lake City, UT 84104          |          Office +1 801.456.4284          |          sensapure.com



ABOUT SENSAPURE
Before being spun off as a stand-alone flavor house in 2017, Sensapure began as the flavor applica-
tions department for one of the largest manufacturers of nutritional supplements in the country. 
Working with leading sports nutrition brands to customize and innovate their products, the Sen-
sapure team delivered serious results time and time again.

Today, Sensapure creates custom flavors for a variety of power-
house manufacturers and functional foods brands. Driven by our 
one-two punch of Flavor Technology PLUS Applications Expertise, 
Sensapure formulates flavors for food and beverage brands that require cutting-edge chemistry, 
global ingredient sourcing, cost management, and application-specific problem solving. The kind 
of knowledge that only comes from creating millions of pounds of best-selling products.

Powered by our team of certified flavor chemists and applications experts, Sensapure flavored 
products step up, stand out, and deliver the exact flavor experience you are looking for. To learn 
more about Senspaure Flavors, please visit: sensapure.com.

ABOUT DYAD LABS
Dyad Labs is a related company and Dyad Labs (then called Genysis Labs) was created as the in-
house testing laboratory for a large contract manufacturer of nutritional supplement products. As 
nationally branded protein shakes, pre-workout drinks and other nutraceutical products sought 
confirmation that their raw ingredients used in the making of their products were exactly what 
they claimed to be; Dyad began the work of finding new and more accurate ways to identify, quan-
tify and assess the purity and potency of ingredients and finished goods.

Today, Dyad has evolved into a completely independent ISO/IEC 
17025:2005 accredited contract laboratory offering a full range of chem-
ical and microbiological testing services with the capacity to meet the 
rapidly evolving needs of the nutraceutical industry. With our brand-new 

Utah facility housing nine separate labs in over 30,000 sq ft., Dyad continues to provide transpar-
ent, specialized systems to exceed the testing needs of leading sports nutrition, direct selling, and 
food companies all around the world.

Dyad Lab’s instrumentation capabilities include multiple Liquid Chromatography with Tandem 
Mass Spectrometry (LC/MS/MS) systems and ultra-pressure liquid chromatography (UPLC) with 
photo-diode array (PDA) and MS detection. They also include GC/MS/MS and GC/FID analyses; as 
well as trace metal and mineral testing services by Inductively Coupled Plasma Mass Spectroscopy 
(ICP-MS) and Direct Mercury Analyzer (DMA). Fat, fiber, glutens, nitrogen analysis, FTIR, water activ-
ity, density testing, stability, and several other chemical tests are also available. To learn more about 
Dyad Labs and our facilities, visit dyadlabs.com. Together, we are Dyad.
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